
 
 

CONSTRUCTION PRE-EMPLOYMENT EXAM 
 

NAME:                                                                                         DATE:  

TRUE/FALSE 

Studs may be notched up to 75% of their depth.  One square of siding will cover 100 square feet 

☐TRUE ☐TRUE 

☐FALSE ☐FALSE 

    

Fire blocking is used to slow down the spread of fire. 
Backerboard (cement board) is an excellent base for 
tile. 

☐TRUE ☐TRUE 

☐FALSE ☐FALSE 

    

The device used to adapt ladders for use as a scaffold is 
called a ladder jack. 

1/8" equals .125 inches. 

☐TRUE ☐TRUE 

☐FALSE ☐FALSE 

    

MULTIPLE CHOICE 

How deep is a typical kitchen wall cabinet?  The crown of a floor joist must be placed ___________ 

☐a. 12 inches ☐a. on bottom 

☐b. 18 inches ☐b. on its side 

☐c. 24 inches ☐c. on top 

☐d. 36 inches ☐d. none of the above 

    

The actual size of a 2x4 is ___________ A cut made across the grain of a board is known as a  

☐a. 2” x 4” ☐a. cut back 

☐b. 1-1/2” x 3-1/2” ☐b. back cut 

☐c. 2-1/2” x 4” ☐c. rip cut 

☐d. 1-1/2” x 4” ☐d. cross cut 

    



 
 

MULTIPLE CHOICE (continued)  

Plain bevel siding must overlap at least _____ inch(es) 
A 32-inch door should have a rough opening of 
________ 

☐a. 2 ☐a. 34" 

☐b. 3 ☐b. 32" 

☐c. 1 ☐c. 36" 

☐d. 4 ☐d. 42" 

  

An 8d common nail is ___________inches long. What type of door consists of stiles, panels, and rails? 

☐a. 1-1/2 ☐a. Bi-fold door 

☐b. 3 ☐b. Raised panel door 

☐c. 2-1/2 ☐c. Flush panel door 

☐d. 4 ☐d. None of the above 

    

What board is nailed to the end of a rafter tail?  
A full-length stud adjacent to a door or window 
opening is called a ________ stud.  

☐a. gutter ☐a. joist 

☐b. fire-blocking ☐b. trimmer 

☐c. sheet rock ☐c. king 

☐d. fascia ☐d. cripple 

    

The bottom horizontal framing member attached to 
the floor is called the ______ plate 

The top step of a ladder may be used as a step ______ 

☐a. sole   ☐a. if the ladder is secured 

☐b. cup ☐b. if it is necessary to reach the work 

☐c. header ☐c. never 

☐d. footer ☐d. if it is rated for 300 lbs or better 

    

If a room is 15 ft. by 10 ft., how many square feet will 
the floor have?  

The government agency that established national 
construction safety standards is: 

☐a. 25 SF ☐a. ASA 

☐b. 1500 SF ☐b. ANSI 

☐c. 150 SF ☐c. UL 

☐d. 80 SF ☐d. OSHA 
 


